
I have been telephoning 
parishioners through the 
week. I think that those I 
have called have appreciat-
ed the call. It is a great way 
of at least keeping in touch 
with parishioners, and also 
to let people know what is 
going on. The problem is 
that the parish records are 
not entirely up to date. 
Some people who are reg-
ulars are not on there. 
Others, I have out of date 
details. And others have 
only partial records. If you 
haven’t yet had a call, 
please let me have your 
name and phone number, 
and email me with the de-
tails (or get someone else 
to do it) and you’ll get a 
call. 

It will be a strange Holy 
Week, but I pray it will be 
a truly holy and happy one, 
in spite of social distancing. 
God bless you all. 

One of the real signs of the 
arrival of spring is the blos-
som which we see out and 
about. One of the most 
beautiful bits of blossom 
each year is at the front of 
St John’s church in 
Kidsgrove. It is out now, 
and so I decided to take a 

snap and share it with you 
on the bulletin. Firstly, 
because most of you won’t 
get to see it. But secondly, 
as a sign of the beauty of 
creation, which is always 
uplifting, and can give us a 
bit of joy, as well as hope 
for the end of this crisis. 

A WORD FROM THE PARISH PRIEST 

SAINT OF THE WEEK 
St Gerald of Sauve-

Majeure 
1025-1095 

St Gerald was a monk of 
Corbie Abbey in Picardy, 
France. He suffered terri-
bly from headaches which 
disturbed his devotions. He 
went on pilgrimage to Ita-
ly, seeking the prayer of St 
Michael & St Benedict. In 
Rome, he was ordained 
priest by the Pope. He was 

healed of his headaches by 
the intercession of St Ada-
lard, a former abbot, of 
whom St Gerald wrote a 
biography. After a pilgrim-
age to the Holy Land, he 
was appointed abbot to 
two abbeys, where his au-
thority was not accepted. 
In the end, he founded an 
abbey at Grande-Sauve, 
which was strict in its ob-
servance. 
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KEY CONTACTS 
Parish Priest 
Rev Fr Julian C Green 
Assistant Priest 
Rev Fr Prabhakar Pamisetty MF 
St Joseph’s Presbytery 
715 High Street  
Stoke-on-Trent ST6 5RD 
Tel: (01782) 782121 
fr.julian.green@rcaob.org.uk 
 

Parish Secretary 
Teresa Harding 
Tel: (01782) 782121 
Email: partnershipparishes 
@gmail.com 
Office Hours: Mon, Tues, Fri 
9am to 3.30pm. Weds, Thurs 
9am to 1pm. 

Safeguarding 
Our safeguarding reps are:  
Biddulph: Mary Lomas 
Goldenhill: Suzanne Meakin 
Kidsgrove: Denise Hewitt 
Packmoor: Peter Whitehouse 
They can be contacted through 
the Parish Office, or call the 
Diocesan Team on 0121 230 
6240 or safeguarding@rc-
birmingham.org 

Website 
www.partnershipparishes.org 

CHURCHES 

Biddulph English Martyrs’ 
Church, Church Road, Biddulph, 
ST8 6NE  

Goldenhill St Joseph’s Church, 
High Street, Stoke-on-Trent, ST6 
5RD 

Kidsgrove St John the Evange-
list’s Church, The Avenue, 
Kidsgrove, ST7 1AE 

Packmoor St Patrick’s Church, 
Mellor Street, Packmoor, Stoke-
on-Trent, ST7 4SN 
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MASS INTENTIONS THIS WEEK 

Saturday Bridget Culhane Wednesday 

Sunday People of the Parishes Thursday 

Tuesday John Close Saturday 

A Private Mass (by the priest alone) will be offered for the following intentions this week 

Leonard & Catherine Johnson 

Ethol Joseph Price 

Winifred Maughan 

Monday Mandy Buxton Friday No Mass 

By order of His Grace the Archbishop, all our churches are now closed to the public and parish-
ioners until further notice. 

Please join the private celebration of Mass by uniting your intentions to the offering of the Mass 
and making a Spiritual Communion. For your information, Mass is offered by Fr Julian at about 
11am each morning at St Joseph’s, Goldenhill. The Easter Triduum liturgies will be celebrated 

privately by Fr Julian at the following times: 

Maundy Thursday Mass of the Lord’s Supper at 7pm 

Good Friday Liturgy at 3pm 

Easter Vigil Mass at 9pm 

Please unite your intentions to these celebrations, even though you cannot be present. 

No Baptisms or Marriages may be celebrated during this time. These will be postponed until af-
ter restrictions are lifted.  

The other Sacraments (Anointing of the Sick, Last Holy Communion, Confession, Baptism) are 
only being celebrated in danger of death. Please contact Fr Julian in the case of an emergency, 

preferably by email to fr.julian.green@rcaob.org.uk (received immediately). 

Funerals are not being celebrated in church, but only graveside or crematorium services for im-
mediate family are being offered. A Funeral Mass at a later time after restrictions are lifted will 

be able to be arranged. 

Mass can still be offered for any intentions. Either place the Mass offering in an envelope, writ-
ing the intention on the outside of the envelope and clearly marking it ‘Mass Offering’, and post 
it through the Presbytery door at St Joseph’s, or email Fr Julian to arrange and give the offering 

later (use above email address).  

The Sanctuary Lamps in our churches remain lit, in the presence of the Blessed Sacrament. If 
you would like to dedicate a lamp for a week, please follow the same instructions as for a Mass, 
but please mark the envelope ‘Lamp dedication’ and indicate the preferred church, or just email 

Fr Julian and give the donation later. If you would like to light any candles, this can also be 
done—follow the same procedure, but mark the envelope ‘Votive candles’. 

We still rely on your offertory! But please keep hold of your offertory envelopes or money and 
let us have it when we return to church. Don’t worry about getting it to us now. If you can 

please set up a Standing Order. (See page 4) 

Fr Julian is using the time to speak to parishioners by telephone. If you or anyone you know 
would like to receive a telephone call, please let Fr Julian know, preferably by email.  
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L:ive streamed mass &          
Resources 

Fr Julian is not live-streaming Mass. However, many 
priests are. These range from the Cathedral to local par-
ish churches. Have a look at what is available, to view 
Mass online: https://www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk/
parishes-with-live-streams  

You can also look in at the shrine of Our Lady of Wal-
singham who have a live-stream for Mass and Devotions 
at https://www.walsingham.org.uk/live-stream/  

If you want to watch the Holy Father and the celebra-
tions in Rome, then please go to the following website: 
http://www.catholictv.org/shows/papal-programming  

PARTNERSHIP OF PARISHES ON 
YOUTUBE! 

Fr Julian is not live-streaming Masses from church, as 
there are so many others who are doing so. However, he 
is making a daily video with a reflection for the day. Also 
there will be a talk for children each week, and special 
guest appearances too. To access the Partnership of Par-
ishes YouTube channel, please search YouTube for ‘Our 
Lady of Grace Parishes’ or use this link https://
tinyurl.com/wqtqx76 

VOLUNTEERS/HELPING OTHERS 

Biddulph foodbank update 
The Foodbank has gone through 
a few changes over the last four 
weeks to protect volunteers and 
visitors. Vouchers should now 
be posted into the letterbox at 
church (back wall of the meeting 
room) or sent into us by the 

local referrers. We  pack the food parcels on Friday 
morning and they are delivered by local volunteers. 
We are grateful for fresh food donations from Weath-
erspoons and The Roaring Meg. These have been distrib-
uted amongst the foodbank, community centre and vul-
nerable people. Tree of Life donated gluten free prod-
ucts. Freshview donated bread, carrots and onions and 
delivered them free. We also received cheese and pre-
packed burgers from a wholesaler who was clearing short 
dated foodstuffs. A little girl in the town had collected 
Easter Eggs and she donated them to the Foodbank. 
Wains Electricals donated a large fridge freezer that ena-
bled us to take fresh produce.  At one point the church 
and meeting room became a huge warehouse. There 
weren’t any people in church but the pews were full of 
food parcels! 
Although the church is closed for worship, it has become 
a hub in the town, working with the community centre, 
other local churches and local councillors to offer practi-
cal care. We can only see the demand for our services 
increasing therefore it’s important that we continue to 
get food donations. This can be done at the collection 
point at Sainsbury’s or bring to the church between 5 and 
6pm on Thursdays, or leave outside St Lawrence’s 
church main door any day between 9am and 5pm. 

FAITH ONLINE 

easter duties &                 
Sunday obligation 

His Grace the Archbishop has sent the following notifica-
tion: 
Many of the faithful will be aware of their Easter Duties; 
that is to receive Holy Communion during the Easter 
Season and by custom, to celebrate the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation beforehand.  The Code of Canon Law 
(CIC 920) says each of the faithful is obliged to receive 
Holy Communion at least once a year.  This precept 
must be fulfilled during the Easter season unless it is ful-
filled for a just cause at another time during the 
year.  The requirement for the celebration of the Sacra-
ment of Reconciliation comes from the need to be in a 
state of grace to receive Holy Communion (CIC 916). 
Since it is not possible for the faithful to receive Holy 
Communion at this time, and into the future, the Bish-
ops of England and Wales have dispensed the 
Easter Duties for the year 2020. This year everyone 
should make a good Act of Contrition and a Spiritual 
Communion. 
As it is impossible for people to fulfil the Obligation to 
join the celebration of Mass on Sundays and Holy Days of 
Obligation, everyone is also dispensed from the 
Obligation to attend Mass on Sundays and Holy 
Days until further notice.  



Goldenhill and Kidsgrove 200 
Club  We are halting the weekly and 
monthly draws for the 200 Club for 
four months (begins again at the end 
of July) as many will find it difficult 
to make contributions during the 
present crisis. All contributions made 
will be held over. The Annual draw 
will be made at Christmas, and the 
200 Club will from now on be Janu-
ary to December each year.  

Biddulph & Packmoor 125 Club 
We will also be halting the 125 Club 
draws for four months, and will 
begin again at the beginning of July. 
All monies paid will be held over till 
the 125 club begins again.  

Matthew 28:1-10 

After the Sabbath, and towards dawn on the first day of the 
week, Mary of Magdala and the other Mary went to visit the 
sepulchre. And all at once there was a violent earthquake, for 
the angel of the Lord, descending from heaven, came and 
rolled away the stone and sat on it. His face was like light-
ning, his robe white as snow. The guards were so shaken, so 
frightened of him, that they were like dead men. But the an-
gel spoke; and he said to the women, ‘There is no need for 
you to be afraid. I know you are looking for Jesus, who was 
crucified. He is not here, for he has risen, as he said he 
would. Come and see the place where he lay, then go quickly 
and tell his disciples, “He has risen from the dead and now he 
is going before you to Galilee; it is there you will see him.” 
Now I have told you.’ Filled with awe and great joy the wom-
en came quickly away from the tomb and ran to tell the disci-
ples. And there, coming to meet them, was Jesus. ‘Greetings’ 
he said. And the women came up to him and, falling down 
before him, clasped his feet. Then Jesus said to them, ‘Do not 
be afraid; go and tell my brothers that they must leave for 
Galilee; they will see me there.’ 

NEXT SUNDAY ’S GOSPEL 

Parish Priest’s Open House  
There will be no Open House on 
Monday evenings until further notice. 
No arrangements can be made for 
Baptisms or weddings at the moment. 
For any other enquiries, please phone 
the Presbytery and leave a message or 
email Fr Julian directly (details on the 
front page). 

Sanctuary Lamps 
This week the lamps are dedicated for:  
St Joseph’s: John Martin 
English Martyrs’: Thanksgiving 
(Jeffries family) 
Sanctuary lamps can still be dedi-
cated. Minimum donation £5.  See 
above for how to arrange this dur-
ing church closure. 

PARISH REGISTERS 

Prayer Group 
Our Prayer group are not meeting at 
the moment, but they are still pray-
ing! If you have any intentions that 
you want to have others pray for, 

then please email your intentions to: 
prayerplease@yahoo.com 

This is a confidential prayer line, 
subject to normal safeguarding. 

Deaths 
Of your charity please pray for the 
soul of John Frost. Graveside Service 
and Burial at Tunstall cemetery on 
Tuesday 14th April.  
And also of Joyce Green. Graveside 
Service and Burial at Tunstall ceme-
tery on Wednesday 15th April. 
It is not possible to attend funeral services, 
as they are restricted to the closest family, 
but please pray for the souls of those who 
have died. 

Requiescant in pace 

Hospital If you know someone in 
hospital, ask the nurses to call the 
Chaplain on call. Otherwise, please 
call the chaplaincy on 01782 676400. 
There is always a Catholic chaplain 
on call, but they do not automatically 
get called.  

Fr Julian has now passed the half way 
mark on his Camino to Santiago, 

after four sections of the route. The 
Camino is paused for the summer but 
will hopefully resume in the autumn. 

You can still donate to Teenage   
Cancer Trust at 

www.justgiving.com/
fundraising/frjuliancamino  
You can review Fr Julian’s progress 

so far at his Camino blog              
frjulianscamino.blogspot.com 

KEY VERSE: "He saw and believed" (v.8). 
TO KNOW: The night was over and the morning light 
of the new creation was beginning to dawn. In the gar-
den of the resurrection, Mary Magdalene came to the 
tomb while it was still dark, grieving over the death of 
her beloved Lord. When she discovered that the stone 
closing the entrance to the tomb had been rolled away, 
she feared that the body of Jesus had been stolen. Mary 
ran to tell Peter and John, and the two disciples raced to 
the tomb to see for themselves. John (the "disciple 
whom Jesus loved," Jn 20:2), arrived first and peered 
into the empty tomb. The shroud was still there; the 
body had not been stolen. Then John allowed Peter, the 
elder Apostle, to enter the tomb first and see for himself. 
Peter was slow to understand the meaning of the empty 
tomb, but John was convinced of Christ's resurrection; 
he "saw and believed" (v.8). Like John, we see no physi-
cal evidence of the Risen Christ, yet we know in faith 
that he is alive in the world and in the hearts of all who 
believe in him. 
TO LOVE: Where will I discover the Risen Lord today? 
TO SERVE: Risen Lord, thank you for bringing your 
light into the darkness of our world.  

Paying the parish 
by standing order 
It would be a great help to the Parish-
es if parishioners would begin to pay 

their weekly/monthly collection 
money by Standing Order from your 
bank to ours. It means we can contin-
ue to receive your Collection through 
this time, but also in any case, means 
we avoid bank charges on paying in 

cash. To begin paying your contribu-
tion to the Parish by Standing Order 

please use the form here: 
https://tinyurl.com/uqsttlr 

and deliver to St Joseph’s presbytery. 


